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EXT. | CY RUSSI AN TUNDRA - DUSK 1
A PACK OF A DOZEN DOGS race across the ice.

The dogs LEAP over hurdl es, SCRAMBLE through concrete
tunnel s, and SCAMPER across narrow rickety wooden bridges in
a cani ne obstacl e course.

A LITTLE CAR the size of a golf cart ZOOVS al ongsi de the
pack, driven by a SCOLDI ER BELLOWN NG I N RUSSI AN at the dogs
t hrough a MEGAPHONE.

One dog that is smaller than the others, LAIKA, nmanages to
keep ahead of the pack.

LAl KA
Good dog. I'm a good dog.

The DOGS cone over a hill. A 1950s- STYLE SCI ENTI FI C QUTPOST
rises in the distance. Aggressive brutalist concrete. Lights
shine across the dark icy plain.

It’s STAR CITY, the Russian version of Cape Canaveral.

Near the outpost, a SILVER ROCKET stands on the LAUNCH NG
PAD, illum nated by KLIEG LI GHTS, swarned by FARAVAY
TECHNI CI ANS.

LAI KA, startled by the unexpected sight of the rocket,
m sses a step. STUMBLES. O her dogs CATCH UP. A BLUE MOUSE
pokes its head out of Laika s collar.

BLUE MOUSE
Eyes forward! You' re al pha! Don’t
et "emcatch up! Faster!

LAl KA
|’ ma good dog!

BLUE MOUSE
You’' re an amazi ng dog! Now go, go!

One of the other dogs nearly catches up, SNAPPI NG at Laika’'s
heel s.

BLUE MOUSE
Tactic 23-C

Laka ZI GZAGS, her paws KICKING UP LOOSE ICE into the eyes of
t he heel - ni ppi ng dog. The dog FALLS BEHI ND, tenporarily
bl i nded. But another dog catches up!



BLUE MOUSE
48-Q 7 o’ cl ock!

Lai ka BOUNDS toward an ice patch. The ot her dog CHASES.
Lai ka SWERVES AWAY, causing the pursuing dog to WPE QOUT on
the slippery ice. Lai ka REGAINS HER LEAD

BLUE MOUSE
You’ ve got thisl!

LAl KA
W’ ve got thisl!

BLUE MOUSE
Who’ s a good dog?

A FLASH The dusky sky BLAZES ALI GHT as the rocket on the
| aunchi ng pad BLASTS OFF. Its blinding flanme and
gut-rattling noise causing all dogs, including Laika, to
STUMBLE TO A HALT.

The ot her dogs FREAK QUT, cowering and whi npering, as the
rocket rises. The sol di er BERATES THE DOGS t hrough his
megaphone. Lai ka al one STARES UPWARD, overcone wth
wondering desire, as the rocket DI SAPPEARS | NTO THE HEAVENS.

LAI KA
| am

I NT. LAB - NI GHT 2

Al'l the dogs are | ocked in SEPARATE CACGES. Harsh fl uorescent
light. A LAB TECH shoves di nner bowl s of TRANSLUCENT SLI ME
into each cage. Finished, the tech TURNS OQUT THE LI GHTS and
| eaves, | ocking up behind her. The dogs all SLURP THEI R
FOOD

The Bl ue Mouse SQUIRMS IN through a crack in an open w ndow.
Lai ka LOOKS UP. Their EYES MEET.

EXT. THE LAUNCH PAD - M DN GHT 3

Lai ka wanders the SMOKI NG REMAI NS of the | aunch. The Bl ue
Mouse RI DES ALONG on Lai ka’s shoul ders. An OPEN W NDOW GQL.ON\S
in the distance--presumably the | ab wi ndow t hrough whi ch

t hey escaped.

LAl KA
The ground still feels warm here.
BLUE MOUSE

You want to get off Earth, you ve
gotta burn through a |ot.



LAl KA
How woul d you know?

BLUE MOUSE
There’s so nuch about ne you
couldn’t even begin to understand.

LAl KA
Nah, |’ve pretty nuch gotten to the
bott om of you.

BLUE MOUSE
Yeah? And what’'s that?

LAl KA
Jeal ousy. You want to ride ny
coattails.

BLUE MOUSE
Coattail s!

LAl KA
They only send good dogs into
space.

EXT. 1CY TUNDRA, ON A HI LL - LATER THAT NI GHT

Di scarded scientific equiprment LITTERS THE HI LL. Lai ka and
the Blue Mouse lay on the hill, STARGAZI NG

LAl KA
They seem so cl ose sonetines. Like
| could just reach out and take
t hem

BLUE MOUSE
They’'re mllions of light years
away. Cet in a rocket, go ahead. |
don’t care how fast you go. Speed
of light. You won’t hit the nearest
star for years. You' d be dead by
the tinme you get there.

LAl KA
You say that but... | just don't
bel i eve you.

BLUE MOUSE
You never believe anything you
don’t want to hear.

Lai ka GETS UP, still staring at the sky.



LAl KA
Fromway up there, | bet you could
see everything. The whol e world.
|’d like to see that. Al |’'ve ever
seen is... this.

Bl ue Mouse SHRUGS. Lai ka NOSES AROUND THE JUNK. She fi nds
sonmething interesting and LI FTS HER LEG TO PEE ON I T.

BLUE MOUSE
You' re not a male. You don’t have
to pee like that.

LAl KA
I f you don’t pee like them they
don’t respect you.

BLUE MOUSE
So?

LAl KA
|’ mthe | eader of the pack. The
al pha. 1t’s inportant.

BLUE MOUSE
Wiy is it inportant?

LAI KA
A nouse woul dn’t understand. W
dogs live in packs. If you' re not
in a pack, then you' re either a pet
or a stray.

BLUE MOUSE
Ha! Pets? They get taken care of.
Strays? They can do what they want.
Being in a pack? Sounds like a
bunch of political bullcrap. Al ways
wor ryi ng whet her you’'re on top or
bottom On your way up, on your way
down.

LAl KA
Look, a shooting star!

BLUE MOUSE
On its way down.

As Lai ka and the Blue Muse continue to talk, our

per spective WDENS to include that SHOOTI NG STAR The focus
shifts away from Lai ka and the Bl ue Muse to the shooting
star, though we continue to overhear them



LAl KA
You' re in ny pack, Blue Muse. You
made ne al pha dog.

BLUE MOUSE
Al pha, beta, | don’t buy into that.
Dunmb hi erarchi cal thinking.

LAI KA
Structure’s inportant.

BLUE MOUSE
Just remenber me if they put you on
a rocket.

LAl KA
| can’t prom se anything.

Lai ka and the Blue Muse are now of fscreen. W only hear
their voices. W have focused in on the shooting star--which
is not a shooting star at all, but the SILVER ROCKET we saw
earlier! The rocket is in FATAL FREE- FALL, tunbling wldly,
snoking, the lights inside blinking furiously, its guidance
fin on fire. Sonmething has gone wong with that test |aunch
fromearlier

BLUE MOUSE (O S.)
Ha! So that’s howit’'ll be? Cut ne
| oose, just as soon as you scrounge
alittle success?

LAIKA (O S.)
| didn’t say that. | just nean the
m ssion has certain paraneters...

BLUE MOUSE (O S.)
"Certain paraneters.”

A beat .

LAIKA (O S.)
WIIl they really send ne into
space?

The focus shifts to INSIDE the silver rocket PLUMVETI NG TO
EARTH. Inside this rocket we see, strapped into a
bew | dering array of equi pnent, hooked up to telenetry and
whi rring machi nes, surrounded by alienating blinking |ights
and buzzes, a CLEARLY TERRI FI ED DOG. The rocket plunges away
from our perspective, down to the Earth.



BLUE MOUSE (O S.)
O course. You' re a good dog.

LAIKA (O S.)
Am | a good dog?

BLUE MOUSE (Q S.)
You're a good dog.

LAIKA (O S.)
W' re both good.

The silver rocket CRASHES in the distant mountains. But from
where we are, the FATAL EXPLOSION is barely even noticeabl e.

Lai ka and the Blue Mwuse certainly don’t notice.

OPENI NG CREDI TS: "LAI KA AND THE BLUE MOUSE"

EXT. STAR G TY - MORN NG 5

SCl ENTI STS and TECHNI Cl ANS stand at attention outside the
utilitarian buildings. AN OFFI Cl AL MOTORCADE is rolling up
the street. MASTER ENG NEER KORCLEV, a wel|l-fed and
conpetent -1 ooking scientist, stands at attention with his
team A rather frailer and | eaner scientist, CH EF
THEORETI Cl AN KELDYSH, approaches him They regard each ot her
Wi th stoic wariness.

KOROLEV
Chi ef Theoretician Keldysh. | did
not expect you.

KELDYSH
Mast er Engi neer Korol ev, you do ne
a di sservice. How could | not
attend the edi fying spectacl e of
your teamtransform ng ny mere
equations into mghty realities of
iron and fire?

KOROLEV
You do yourself a disservice, Chief
Theoretician Kel dysh. Wt hout your
mat hemati cal advances, this |aunch
would fail... and still may.

Kel dysh notices the SWEAT RUNNI NG DOMN Korol ev's tenple.
KELDYSH

My theory is sound, conrade.
Sputnik 1 was a success.



KORCLEV renoves his dentures. His guns are mangl ed.

KOROLEV
Four weeks to design and | aunch the
Sput ni k 2. Khruschev asks the
i npossi bl e.

KELDYSH
Is it not worth pushing oursel ves
toour limts in tinme to honor the
fortieth anniversary of the
revol ution, conrade?

KOROLEV
| have w tnessed how Prem er
Khrushchev rewards failure...
conr ade.

KELDYSH
Surely we are safe.

KOROLEV
Do you know where | left ny rea
teet h? The gul ag, conrade. | have
spent tinme there. Have you?
KELDYSH i s silenced. KOROLEV replaces his dentures. A BIG
BLACK CAR pulls up and PREM ER KHRUSCHEV ener ges.
KOROLEV
Geetings, Premer. Everything is
prepared. ..
KHRUSCHEV
Where is dog?
KOROLEV
Ah--eh--in the | ab kennel, we--
KHRUSCHEV
W put dog in space now.
| NT. LAB - MORNI NG
Al'l the dogs, including Laika, are still LOCKED UP I N THEI R

CAGES, asl eep. The scientists haven't cone to work yet.

A COCKROACH scuttles across the fl oor.

The cockroach’s nane

i s ARKADY. He passes a DI SCARDED DONUT CRUMB on the fl oor,
gl ances at it for a second, but KEEPS SCURRYI NG

6



A troop of snaller cockroaches, clearly Arkady’s
subor di nates, conme STREAM NG BEHI ND ARKADY. Arkady alights
upon a table. The smaller cockroaches scanper fromcage to
cage, BANG NG SPOONS agai nst the cages’ netal doors, waking
t he dogs. ARKADY addresses the dogs.

ARKADY
Ri se up, cani nes! Rebel agai nst
your oppressors! The humans don’t
have your best interests at heart!
They don’t care if you live or die!

DOGS ( VARI QUSLY)
Aw, shut up, Arkady. Not this
agai n.

ARKADY
| have eavesdropped on their
neetings! | have seen their plans!
This won’t end well for any of you!
The humans will | oad one of you
into that rocket--they will hurl
you i nto space--but they have no
plan to get you back down to Earth!
You wll die up there!

DOGS ( VARI QUSLY)
That’ s nonsense, they’ d never do
that to us, it’s just nore of your
conspi racy- nongering again

ARKADY
You m ght not want to save
yourselves, but | can’'t stand idly
by and | et you throw away your
[ives on this meaningless stunt! To
be shot up in the sky in atin
can--and then suffocate, boil,
freeze, or explode?! No, no! Today
you will be |iberated!

The smal | er cockroaches SCURRY AROUND THE CAGES and PI CK THE
LOCKS. One after another, the cage doors SPRI NG OPEN. The
dogs are free to go! And yet none nove.

LAl KA
What are you playing at, Arkady?

ARKADY
Look at you! Even with the doors of
your cages flung w de open, you
still won’t take the step to
freedom Listen: Prem er

( MORE)



Al dogs LOOK TO LAI KA, their |eader, for what to do.

ARKADY (cont’d)
Khruschev’ s not orcade has j ust
pul | ed up. The launch is inmm nent.
Only a few m nutes before one of
you i s chosen for a nightmarish,
| onely death in space! Go now
Escape!

their astoni shnment, Lai ka STEPS OUT OF HER CAGE.

Lai ka seens to consider Arkady for a nonent--and then,

one gul p,

LAl KA
Arkady. You' ve lived at the station
| onger than us. | know. You' ve

crawl ed everywhere, you've seen
t hi ngs we’ ve never seen. |Is what
you' re saying really... true?

ARKADY
| know it’s true! For humans, every
great undertaking begins with
ritual sacrifice. Just as cavenen
sacrificed goats on a crude stone
altars to their prinmeval gods, so
humans now i naugurate their Space
Age with a ritual offering of an
i nnocent animal to their
sky-devils! Bl ood-sacrifice is how
they think! They need it! It is
built into their m nds!

LAl KA
You truly believe the humans don’t
have our best interests at heart?

ARKADY
No nore tinme for tal k! W’ ve opened
t he back door. There’s one mnute
left to escape, before one of you
is flung up into space to die! Go
now

GOBBLES THE COCKROACH.

To

in

The pack of dogs GOES CRAZY W TH JOYOUS BARKS. They | ove
thi sl The ot her cockroaches are frozen in horror.

LAI KA
Thus al ways to rebels! What is a
dog? A dog is loyal! Each one of us
was brought into this lab as a
starving stray. The humans found ne
( MORE)



10.

LAI KA (cont’ d)
on the streets, eating garbage,
thin as a whip, half frozen. The
sane for all you, too! And yet the
good humans brought us dogs into
their warnth! Fed us their choicest
succul ents! Treated us |ike kings!
Made us into a pack! W are no
| onger al one--we have each ot her!
And you, you, you INSECTS... is
this how you suggest we repay our
mast ers? By deserting them when
t hey need us nost? Dogs! |Is that
what we are?

DOGS ( VARI QUSLY)
No! We are loyal! W are proud to
expl ore space side by side with our

mast er s!

LAl KA
And that is why you cockroaches
will now lock us all back up in our

cages, just as you found us. Arkady
is not the first cockroach |I’'ve had
to eat. |’ve eaten far worse in the
frozen all eys of Mdscow. Perhaps he
will not be the last. Lock us up
now!

The snal | er cockroaches, terrified, LOCK UP ALL THE DOGS
AGAI N. Lai ka HOPS BACK | NTO HER CACGE and wat ches cl osely as
t he cockroaches | ock them back in. The cockroach tasked wth
| ocking in Lai ka HESI TATES.

LAl KA
What is it? Do it.

COCKROACH
You just ate ny father.

Lai ka i s taken aback only nonentarily.

LAI KA
If you truly believe what your
father said, then take your
revenge. Lock nme up. |If he was
right, and I am chosen, then in a
few hours I’'Il be suffering that
ni ght mari sh, lonely death in space.
So condemm ne to execution now, if
you believe his words... and if you
have the guts.



11.

The cockroach STARES at Lai ka, then SLAMS the door and LOCKS
it.

COCKROACH

You' re making a big m stake.
LAI KA

You' |l never visit the stars,

cockroach? Because you have no
vision! No spirit! You're

suspi cious and m strustful. That is
why you' || stay forever earthbound!

FOOTSTEPS down the corridor. HUMAN VO CES.

COCKROACH
Goodbye.

| NT. HALLWAY NEAR LAB - MORNI NG 7

Khruschev STRI DES AHEAD of Korol ev and Kel dysh, who speak to
each other in clipped undertones, sotto voce.

KELDYSH
You believe you have the advant age
of me, Master Engi neer Korol ev.

KORCLEV
What ever coul d you nean, Chief
Theoretici an Kel dysh?

KELDYSH
| admt your gul ag anecdote had a
certain "bite." But as "I" see it,

my own time under interrogation in
Prem er Khruschev’s secret prisons
was a "sight" nore excruciating.

Kel dysh POPS QUT A GLASS EYE, rolls it around in his hand,
and POPS I T BACK I N

KELDYSH
To replace the eye personally
gouged out by Khruschev hinself,
Mast er Engi neer Kor ol ev.

KOROLEV
Per haps you think you shock ne,
Chi ef Theoretician Kel dysh. But |
forgot to nention that | can
"stomach” nuch worse.



12.

Kor ol ev DI SCREETLY RI PS OPEN t he bottom buttons of his
shirt, revealing an RON M DRI FF. He RAPS I T SMARTLY wi th
hi s knuckl e, causing a hollow netallic sound.

KOROLEV
My entire digestive system rebuilt
wi th genui ne Yekaterinburg steel!
The sanme steel used by the jeal ous
west for their Eiffel Tower and
Statue of Liberty! To have ny own
abdomen partially rebuilt with
Sovi et industrial ingenuity al nost
makes nme wi sh to THANK Khruschev
for setting those wolves on ne to
rip out my bowel s!

KELDYSH
You might think I"'mfalling
"behi nd," Chi ef Engi neer Korol ev,
"but" | have sonething to show
you--an exotic disability from when
Khruschev was personally torturing
me--that will make everything
you' ve said take a "back seat.”
Shall we retire to the nen’s room
and get to the "bottoni of it?

Bot h Korol ev and Kel dysh HOLD EACH OTHER S EYES COVBATI VELY
for a nmonent--then, curtly, they separately signal their
assistants to take over. They |eave for the nmen’s |avatory,
wal ki ng i n step.

I NT. LAB - MORNI NG 8

Lai ka hears the footsteps of the technicians and Khruschev
comng closer. She is nore and nore excited.

LAl KA
They’ re com ng, they’ re com ng!
It’s really happening!

Khruschev and the technici ans ENTER

KHRUSCHEV
Which is dog? G ve ne dog.

A nervous technician UNLOCKS Lai ka’s cage and LI FTS HER QUT
The technician gives Lai ka to Khruschev, who hol ds Lai ka out
in front of himw th FULLY QUTSTRETCHED ARMS. Khruschev and
Lai ka GAZES | NTO EACH OTHER S EYES. Khruschev Kl SSES LAl KA
ON THE NOSE



10

11

13.

KHRUSCHEV
Good dog!

Lai ka | ooks ELATED. Al the other dogs BARK happily.
Khruschev leans in closer to Laika. He hooks a little BLACK
BOX WTH A RED BUTTON, |ike a tiny garage door opener, into
her collar and whispers in her ear.

KHRUSCHEV
Just in case.

In the HUBBUB of the bustling technicians and barki ng dogs,
Lai ka barely seens to understand.

The I ast woul d-be |iberating cockroaches CREEP AWAY.
EXT. THE LAUNCH PAD - DAY 9

A G GANTI C ROCKET is on the [ aunch pad. Technici ans DART
BACK AND FORTH with | ast-m nute preparations. The Bl ue Muse
SCAMPERS FROM PLACE TO PLACE in the agitation, sneaking and

spyi ng.

BLUE MOUSE
This is happening. It's really
happening. This is it. Laikal!

I NT. PREP ROOM - DAY 10

Lai ka is being prepared for |aunch. Surrounded by physicians
POKI NG HER W TH SYRI NGES, SHOVI NG | NTRAVENQOUS TUBES | NTO
HER, GRABBI NG HER JAW and exam ni ng her teeth. STRAPPI NG HER
into a | eather spacesuit-Ilike harness. HOOKI NG HER | NTO
telemetry wires and bionetric equi pnent. SQUEEZI NG HER i nto
a smal |l padded barrel - contraption.

Lai ka | ooks absolutely thrilled with all of it. Tai
waggi ng. Dream cone true!

Lai ka is CARRIED QUT OF THE PREP ROOM and | oaded into a car.
EXT. THE LAUNCH PAD - DAY 11
A smal | brass band plays as the car approaches the rocket.
Khruschev wat ches with sone other dignitaries and
techni ci ans on sone BLEACHERS nearby. The car that Laika is
on passes the bl eachers and approaches the rocket.

Two seats anong the scientists are CONSPI CUOUSLY EMPTY.



12 I NT. MEN S LAVATORY - DAY

Korol ev and Kel dysh enter the |avatory.

KOROLEV
This had better be good, Chief
Theoretician. | amnot in the habit

of m ssing rocket |aunches.

KELDYSH
This is a certain injury | received
fromthe secret police in ny youth.
Until this nonment, Master Engineer,
nobody ot her than nmy own not her has
seen it.

KORCLEV
Show it to--good god!

Kel dysh has DROPPED HI S PANTS.

Korol ev G

Kor ol ev CAUTI QUSLY PARTS Kel dysh’s ASS CHEEKS. .

di scovers

KELDYSH
As you can see, ny buttocks have
been entirely replaced by
fi ber-reinforced plastic. MWy
original two ass cheeks were
removed by a mighty Cossack who
grasped themfirmy and wenched
both off with a single agonizing
tw st.

KORCLEV
My apol ogi es, Chief Theoretician.
Your injury far outstrips any
paltry wound of mnmy own.

KELDYSH
Now | ook in ny butt.
KOROLEV
Ah ... of course, Chief

Theoreti ci an.
NGERLY PEEKS at Kel dysh’s backsi de.

KOROLEV
It all seens to be in order

KELDYSH

No, Chi ef Engi neer Korolev. Look IN
my butt.

a METAL SPI GOT!

and

14.

12
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15.

KOROLEV
It’s a...

Kel dysh hands Korol ev a PLASTI C CUP

KELDYSH
Fill the cup, Master Engi neer
Kor ol ev.

Korolev TURNS THE SPI GOT. A clear liquid | SSUES FORTH
Korolev fills the cup, and cautiously TASTES THE LIQU D. His
face goes from DUBI QUS to DELI GHTED

KOROLEV
Why, it’s prem um vodka!

KELDYSH
There are certain benefits to being
abl e to redesign one’s own buttocks
from scratch, Mster Engi neer
Korol ev. Just as our socialist
revol ution has wi ped clear the
errors of bourgeois capitalism and
replaced it with rationa
centralized state planning, so |
have made ny own ass into a wet
bar! And thus, conrade, you wil |
also fill a cup for ne wwth ny
del i ci ous ass-vodka, and we w ||
t oast our achi evenent.

Korolev FILLS A CUP for Keldysh too, and they both raise
their gl asses al oft.

KOROLEV
To Sputnik 2, and to Laika!
KELDYSH
To Lai ka!
EXT. THE LAUNCH PAD - DAY 13

The brass band plays in the background as technicians LOAD
LAl KA I N THE ROCKET. Lai ka | ooks excited and happy but a
little nervous. Is this really happeni ng? The technici ans
gi ve Lai ka one | ast PITYI NG GLANCE.

FI ELD TECHNI Cl AN 1
Think this contraption will hold
t oget her ?



16.

FI ELD TECHNI Cl AN 2
As long as the mutt doesn’t barf
all over the bionetrics.

FI ELD TECHNI Cl AN 1
Ugh. Vomit floating all around in
zero gravity? Can’t inmagine.

Lai ka is starting to LOOK NERVOUS. Technician 1 gives Laika
a QUI CK PAT.

FI ELD TECHNI CI AN 2
Poor thing.

The technicians BOLT THE SPACESH P SHUT, with Lai ka w thin.
14 | NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - DAY 14

Lai ka can barely nove in the CRAMPED DI M CAPSULE. Light just
barely filters in through a reinforced wi ndow with an
obstructed view. Laika s heart rate PICKS UP, causing the
beepi ng bionetric systens to ACCELERATE. A readout of
bionmetric information tracks Laika' s vital stats: heart
rate, respiration, perspiration...

15 | NT. CONTROL ROOM - DAY 15

W see the sanme BlI OVETRI C | NFORVATI ON on screens here.
Control roomtechnicians sit at conputers, reading screens,
meki ng | ast-m nute adjustnents.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
Bi onetric telenmetry online, systens
nom nal

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 2
El evated heart rate, 160 beats per
m nute. I ncreased respiration.
Dog’' s getting nervous in there.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
Start countdown. 10... 9...

16 I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - DAY 16

| nsi de the capsule, we can hear the voice count on the
radi o. Laika is starting to FREAK QUT.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
(on radio)
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LAl KA
What am | doing, what am | doing..
| want out! Sonebody get ne out of
here! M ssion abort! Abort m ssion!

A RUSTLI NG NO SE within the capsul e STARTLES Lai ka--and t he
Bl ue Mouse EMERGES.

LAl KA
Bl ue nouse! You're here! Get nme
out, | can’t do this!
BLUE MOUSE
Don't worry. W'll do it together.
LAI KA
But you--I can’t--
BLUE MOUSE

Wasn’t this your drean? You’ ve been
training for this for years!

TRADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1

(on radio)
5... 4...
LAI KA
| can't!
BLUE MOUSE

Look at all those people outside.
You know what they have in common?
They will never get off Earth. You
know why? They’re afraid! How do
know t hey' re afrai d? Because
they’'re putting a dog in this
rocket. If they had any guts,
they’ d be fighting each other to
ride this rocket thenselves. Humans
are clever but they' re cowards. So
we go up instead. Their loss. Qur
gain.

Lai ka is not nearly conforted enough.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
(on radio)
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18.

EXT. THE LAUNCH PAD - DAY 17

The rocket BLASTS OFF I NTO THE SKY in an EXPLOSI ON OF LI GHT
AND SCUND.

EXT. VI EW NG AREA - DAY 18

Khruschev HOLDS ON TO H S HAT and wat ches t he rocket
DI SAPPEAR. He gives a SALUTE.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM - DAY 19

Bionetric informati on on the screens shows high | evels of
agi tation.

RADI O TECHNI CI AN 2
G forces kicking in.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
Heart rate 230 beats per m nute.
Respiration three tinmes norna
rate.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - DAY 20

Lai ka and the Blue Muse suffer under the RATTLI NG OF THE
ROCKET and the CRUSHI NG G FORCES. The noi se i s DEAFEN NG
The BEEPI NG and FLASHI NG LI GHTS are di stracting,

pani c-i nduci ng. The Blue Mouse CURLS UP in Laika's fur as
t hey endure the accel eration together.

LAI KA
| won’t throw up. Wn't throw up.
BLUE MOUSE
It’'s K
LAl KA
|’ ma good dog. |I’ma good dog.
| NT. MEN S LAVATORY - DAY 21

Kor ol ev and Kel dysh are COVPLETELY DRUNK on Kel dysh’s
ASS- VODKA. Korolev turns the spigot again and fills his cup,
and Kel dysh’ s too.

KELDYSH
We m ssed the | aunch?

KOROLEV
Ch yes, we totally m ssed the
| aunch. Right now, if Laika
survi ved, she should be breaking
free of Earth’s gravity.
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KELDYSH
| f she survived?
KOROLEV
A mllion things could kill you in

space, conrade. Laika is the first
living creature fromEarth to enter
orbit. Wio knows what coul d happen?
Cet zapped by radiation. Frozen.
Boi l ed. Or sonething we haven’'t
even i magi ned yet... O course,
it’s just a matter of tine...

whet her Lai ka di es now, or days
from now. ..

Korolev is near tears.

KOROLEV (CONT)
She was a great dog, she never
deserved it... she was a great dog,
t hat Lai ka!

KELDYSH
Come, cone, Master Engi neer.

They EMBRACE AWKWARDLY as Korol ev SOBS. The SPI GOT OF
ASS- VODKA DRI PS.

A LOUDSPEAKER CRACKLES TO LI FE and a voi ce speaks. There is
also a rhythmc, insistent ALARM SOUND i n the background.

ANNOUNCER
Mast er Engi neer Korolev, to the
control room Engi neer Korol ev!
Control room

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 22

The Sputni k 2 HURTLES AVWAY FROM THE EARTH, but bends its
path according to gravity, SETTLING INTO ORBIT. W conti nue
to hear the insistent ALARM SOUND t hat neans sonet hi ng has
gone wr ong.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 23

The ALARM CONTI NUES, al ong wi th RACKETI NG MECHANI CAL NO SE
that doesn’t sound good. Laika attenpts to TW ST AROUND but
can’t escape her tight straps. Blue Muse FLOATS FREELY
around the capsule, in zero gravity.

LAl KA
The rocket’s broken! We're going to
di e!
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BLUE MOUSE
You' re the captain of this ship.
Get a hold of yourself. Act like a
capt ai n!

Lai ka attenpts to CONTROL HERSELF.

LAI KA
Un.. | need a status report on
that noise! Go check it out, um
ensi gn, and conme back with a ful
report!

BLUE MOUSE
Yes sir!

Bl ue Mouse SWMs THROUGH THE AIR, floating through a hole
behi nd Lai ka’s chanber and SQUI RM NG | NTO t he BACK- MACHI NERY
OF THE ROCKET.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 ENG NE ROOM - SPACE 24

Bl ue Mouse discovers a TANGLE OF WRES seem to have been
wrenched free of their proper places in the agitation of

t akeof f. SMOKE! SPARKS! Everything seens BROKEN AND CRAZY!
Smal | airbreaks, CGETTING LARGER! Bl ue nouse had floated in
confidently, but now regards the WRECKED MACHI NERY with rea
Worry.

LAIKA (O S.)
What’ s goi ng on back there!
BLUE MOUSE
Um ..
| NT. CONTROL ROOM - DAY 25

The technicians are worried about the mal function too.
LI GHTS AND ALARMS. Korol ev and Kel dysh stride in, ALL
BUSI NESS.

KOROLEV
Status report, Technician Vasiliev.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
Leakage of fuel fromthe primary
thrusters have caused airbreaks in
zones 5, 9, and 14. The di ssi pated
fuel wasn’t utilized in the | aunch.

KOROLEV
If the fuel wasn’'t utilized in the
| aunch then we haven't achi eved

( MORE)
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KORCLEV (cont’ d)
sufficient thrust to enter a stable
orbit. That neans the rocket and
the satellite and Lai ka are about
to fall back to--

KHRUSCHEV
The eyes of the world are upon this
m ssion, Master Engi neer. Are you
inmplying it is about to fail?

KOROLEV
No, sir... | nean... sir..
| NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 26

Everything is RATTLI NG AROUND as though it’s about to break
apart.

LAl KA
Bl ue Mouse, where are you?

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 ENG NE ROOM - SPACE 27

The expression of the Blue Muse changes to sonething we
haven’t seen yet: a kind of FEROCI QUSLY COVPETENT
OTHERWORLDLY DETERM NATI ON. From t he depths of his fur he
extracts a FUTURI STIC LI TTLE TOOL. Wth MANI ACAL SPEED Bl ue
Mouse fixes the broken machi nery, PATCH NG Al RBREAKS,
SPLI CI NG and SOLDERI NG W RES, WRENCHI NG BENT and TW STED
MECHANI SMS back into proper shape and place. This is no
ordi nary nouse!

The alarns SUBSIDE. The |ights BLINK LESS FRANTI CALLY.

Then the Bl ue Mouse notices SOVETH NG THAT SURPRI SES H M - a
bri ef case-si zed box, attached to the inside wall. He tries
to open it. He can't.

BLUE MOUSE
That's strange. ..
| NT. CONTROL ROOM - DAY 28
RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
VWait... thrust systens back
online... pressure stabilizing!

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 2
Life support systens at ful
st rengt h.



29

30

22.

KORCLEV
(whi spering so Khruschev can’t
hear)
What happened?

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
We get to keep our linbs, is what

happened.
KHRUSCHEV
Dog in space safe?
KOROLEV
Dog in space... safe.

Everyone cheers! Khruschev nmakes a PEREMPTORY MOTI ON. He and
his retinue begin to LEAVE

KHRUSCHEV
Congr at ul ati ons, Engi neer Korol ev.
Theoretici an Kel dysh.
| NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 29

Bl ue Mouse FLOATS BACK I N, but | ooking backward over his
shoul der at briefcase-si zed box, PUZZLED

LAl KA
What happened?
BLUE MOUSE
| fixed, | nean, it just kind of

fixed itself.

LAI KA
Now what ?

Bl ue Mouse is still behind Laika. He CONSULTS H S FUTURI STI C
TOOL without Laika seeing what he’s doing. A readout on the
tool is BLINKS AT HM
BLUE MOUSE
(frowns, to hinself)
Yes. Now what ?
EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 30

The Sput ni k-2 capsul e ORBI TS THE EARTH
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| NT. CONTROL ROOM - DAY 31
KELDYSH
Now what ?
KOROLEV

Sci ence, conrade. Onboard Geiger
counters detect charged particles,
spect rophot oneters neasure WV and
X-Ray em ssions... W nonitor

Lai ka's vital statistics, until...

KELDYSH
Until when?
KOROLEV
| expect the animal will survive 10

days. Sputnik 2 itself will crash
back down to Earth in a few nonths.

RADI O TECHNI Cl AN 1
Then | et us have a toast to our
achi evenent !

Kel dysh begins to TAKE OFF HI S PANTS, but Korolev subtly
nmotions himto stop.

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 32

The Sputnik 2 hurtles far over the Earth. The sun peeks over
t he hori zon.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 33

Lai ka GAZES OUT THE W NDOW I N WONDER. Bl ue Mouse | ooks out
t he wi ndow WARI LY, as though expecting sonet hi ng.

LAI KA
Look out the wi ndow You can see
the sunrise! A sunrise in space,
it’s incrediblel!

BLUE MOUSE
It’s something all right.

LAl KA
How | ong do you think the hunmans
will et me stay up here? It’s

amazing, but | can't wait to tel
the rest of the pack!
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BLUE MOUSE
Um . .

| NT. CONTROL ROOM - NI GHT 34
The night shift has replaced the daytinme technicians.

KOROLEV
l’mgoing to call it a day. Call ne
up i f anything changes.

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 35
Sputnik 2 is now on the dark side of Earth.

LAIKA (O S.)
It’s been hours. ..

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 36

The SLUGE SH BEEPS and DI M LI GHTS of the bionetrics indicate
that Lai ka is not healthy.

LAI KA
... They haven’t sent up any
orders. No conmmuni cation. Wat's
goi ng on?

Bl ue Mouse seens |ike he wants to speak, but can’t quite
bring hinmself to tell Laika the truth.

LAl KA
|’m strapped in. | can’t nove. Wy
am| even up here? Don't they want
to see me again? Don't they want to
tell me | did a good job? That I’ m
a good dog?

Bl ue Mouse starts to speak but stops.

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 37
The Sputnik 2 hurtles through |lonely, enpty space.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 38
Ti me has passed. Laika s eyes are GLASSY, her body LIMP. A
FEEDI NG TUBE hangs near her nouth, but she ignores it. The

Bl ue Mouse | ooks the sane as always. He FLOATS NEAR THE
W NDOW EXPECTANTLY.
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LAl KA

Bl ue Mouse... are you still there?
BLUE MOUSE

| m here.
LAl KA

| can’t eat fromny tube anynore.
Somet hi ng feels wong. My body

feels wong. | don’t feel good.
BLUE MOUSE

Shhh.
LAl KA

What if Arkady was right? Wat if
t he humans shot ne into space
and... they don’t want ne back?

Bl ue Mouse says not hi ng.

LAI KA ( CONT)
|”m scared, Blue Muse. | feel..
Belted in so tightly... | can't
nove. So hot in here, don’t you
feel it? Like boiling inside... I'm
never getting out of this capsul e!
|’ mnot getting out, aml1? This is
it, isnt it?!

Bl ue Mbuse says not hi ng.
LAl KA ( CONT)

| thought | had a m ssion in space.
| thought | had a destiny in the

stars. | thought | was hel ping the
humans. .. | thought they |oved
ne. ..

Bl ue Mouse begins to LOOK CONCERNED TOO. As if sonething
t hat shoul d’ ve happened al ready hasn’t happened yet.

LAl KA
| can’t breathe... Wait! Blue
Mouse! Khruschev... he gave ne
sonmething, to help me if I was in
trouble... he gave ne... ohhh..

Laika is trying to scrabble for the LI TTLE BLACK BOX t hat
Khruschev gave her. Blue Muse doesn’t notice--because,
unnoti ced by Lai ka, the Blue Muse’'s tool EM TS A BEEP

There is a SH MVERI NG FLASH out si de the wi ndow. The Bl ue
Mouse SOVERSAULTS over to the wi ndow, STARI NG
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BLUE MOUSE
Fi nal | y!

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 39

A gigantic ALI EN SPACECRAFT materializes next to the Sputnik
2, DMRFING IT.

This is the FIDBI G.I AN MOTHERSHI P.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM - NI GHT 40
A radar nonitor tracks the Sputnik 2, which is represented
as a tiny point of light. That point is suddenly crowled by
a gigantic glow that alnost fills up the screen. It’s the
sane shape as the MOTHERSHI P

NIl GHT TECHN Cl AN 1
VWhat t he--

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 41

The nonstrous FI DBl GLI AN MOTHERSHI P si dl es over to Sputnik
2.

A GUNLI KE APPARATUS energes fromits underside.

A steady beam of |ight STREAMS QUT OF THE GUN. The "gun"

SW VELS BACK AND FORTH, SWEEPI NG I TS LI GHT over the Sputnik
2, as if scanning it.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 42

Lai ka is very weak. Al npost dead. But she sees exactly what’s
goi ng on.

LAl KA
What is that?

BLUE MOUSE
Fidbiglians. And just in tine.

LAl KA
What are you tal king about?

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 43
The gunli ke apparatus RETRACTS back into the MOTHERSH P
A DOOR just above the gunlike apparatus OPENS.
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Wthin, a vast three-dinensional printer swiftly REPLI CATES
THE SPUTNI K 2. The fake Sputnik 2 ZOOVS OUT of the

not her shi p, soon achi eving the sanme speed as the real
Sputnik 2. The two ships fly side by side.

And inside the wi ndow of the replicant Sputnik 2 is..
| NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 44

Lai ka STARES OQUT HER WNDOW and into the wi ndow of the
replicant Sputnik 2 capsule... and sees through the

wi ndow. .. LIVING REPLI CAS OF HERSELF AND THE BLUE MOUSE! The
TWO LAI KAS STARE AT EACH OTHER I N PANI C.

LAl KA
What is going on?!

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 45

The not hership SUCKS IN the real Sputnik 2. The replica
Sputnik 2 ZOOVE ON, in the path the real Sputnik 2 would ve
t aken.

Then, wi thout fuss, the Fidbiglian nothership VAN SHES.
| NT. CONTROL ROOM - NI GHT 46

The signal representing the Fidbiglian nothership VAN SHES
fromthe radar screen. W are left with one bright point
representing the Sputnik 2... the replica.

Ni ght Technician 2 YAWNS as he enters.

NI GHT TECHNI Cl AN 2
What’ d you get nme up for?

NI GHT TECHNI Cl AN 1
Oh--nothing. Instrument error. It’s
fine now.

NI GHT TECHNI Cl AN 2
| brought you sonething. A gift
from Chief Theoretician Kel dysh.

He places two shots of vodka on the table. They toast and
both sip.
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COMVERCI AL BREAK 47
EXT. THE FI DBl GLI AN SYSTEM - SPACE 48

This part of space |ooks different than the region of space
near the Earth that we’'d | ast seen. Stars nore nunerous.
More dense in distribution. Mire colorful and of various

| arger sizes. Feels like we are closer to the center of the
gal axy. Various vast spindly interlocking structures fl oat

i n space, suggesting a civilization that is adapted to
living of fworld.

The gigantic Fidbiglian nothership MATERI ALI ZES with a
CASUAL SHI MVER

| NT. HANGAR OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 49

The Sputnik 2 capsule sprawls on a spotless netal fl oor.
SHADOWY ALl EN SHAPES sl owl y approach it.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - | N HANGAR 50

Bl ue Mouse furiously BITES open the harness that keeps Laika
in her seat. Qutside the w ndow, OM NOUS SI LHOUETTES
approach. The penny has dropped for Laika.

LAI KA
| knewit! | knew there was nore to
you than you were letting on!

BLUE MOUSE
| thought you' d gotten to the
bott om of ne.

LAl KA
| just neant--

BLUE MOUSE
That | wanted to ride your
coattails. | did. CGotta go.

LAI KA
Go?!
BLUE MOUSE
You'll be fine. But don’t tell them

| canme with you. Say you were
alone, it’s your best chance.

LAI KA
What are you?
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BLUE MOUSE
Lai ka! 1"ma bl ue nouse! How nany
ot her blue m ce have you net on
Eart h? You do the math.

Bl ue Mouse CHEWS the final restraints |oose. Laika can now
get out of her harness. Blue Muse REMOVES one of the
patches he’'d used to block the airbreak, revealing a
MOUSE- SI ZED HOLE, and squirns out.

Lai ka i s ALONE.

The hatch of the capsule RATTLES. Laika' s EYES WDEN. The
hatch is WRENCHED OFF. Lai ka stares up, shocked, as om nous
shadows CLOSE IN ON HER. .

| NT. CORRI DOR OF FI DBl GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 51
The Bl ue Mouse SCAMPERS down the corri dor

A bunch of FIDBIG.I ANS round the corner, deep in
conversation. The Fidbiglian aliens resenble upright slugs,
alittle larger than humans, with two wi de eyes on stal ks
and a long snout-I|ike nouth.

The Bl ue Mouse HI DES, watching the aliens pass by.

When the coast is clear, the Blue Muse trots to a conputer
console. He sticks his FUTURISTIC TOOL into it. Information
FLASHES across the screen. The Bl ue Muse reads,

absor bed- - but FREEZES when a voi ce boons from behi nd him
and a shadow ri ses over him-

FI DBI GLI AN GUARD
Grozzonk glorf funble-ranbl e!

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE 52

Lai ka SHRI NKS BACK. The three MONSTROUS FI DBl GLI AN
EM SSARIES close in. The mddle Fidbiglian puts its
nmout h-t ube on a neckl ace-1i ke apparatus and speaks.

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
Flarg floog flarg flarg.

Lai ka | ooks nore confused. The Fidbiglians glance at each

ot her, DI SCOVFI TED. One of the side Fidbiglians gargles
nonsense advice to the mddle Fidbiglian, who tw ddl es knobs
on the neckl ace-apparatus and speaks again, transl ated

t hrough t he appar at us.
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FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
Congratul ati ons, Earth organism Be
at ease! W wel cone you to this
| ocati on. Acknow edge greeting with
a remark.

LAl KA
Un .. thank you.

There is a nonment while the apparatus transl ates.

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
You have expressed gratitude. Now
we will tell you statenents. You
are the first living organismto
| eave planet Earth. Is this a truth
or a falsity, state now

LAl KA begins to regain confidence. Realizing the nmagnitude
of this nonent.

LAI KA
Yes. | amthe first organismto
| eave Eart h.

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
| understand statenent. Now | tell
anot her statenent. Many pl anets
al so put living things in space.
But gal actic enpire lives in
organi zed way. When new pl anet puts
living thing in space first tine,
we must test planet.

LAI KA
Test ?

Fi dbi gl i ans HURRI EDLY CONFER, regroup, and address Laika
agai n.

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
Your planet is clever enough to
build this spaceship. Therefore
your planet is clever enough to
maybe cause problens in our
har noni ous gal actic enpire. Good
pl anets with spaceships can live in
gal axy. Bad planets wi th spaceshi ps
nmust be destroyed.

LAl KA
How do you tell the good planets
fromthe bad?
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FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY

Test .
LAI KA
Test ?
| NT. CORRI DOR OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 53

Bl ue Mouse is CORNERED by Fi dbiglian guard, who LOOVS OVER
H M The guard GARGLES AND HOALS at Bl ue Mouse, who nerely
stares back. Fidbiglian Guard ACTI VATES hi s own
transl ati on- neckl ace.

FI DBI GLI AN GUARD
(through transl ator)
Who are you? You're not authorized
to be here!

Bl ue Mouse PO NTS his tool at necklace. The neckl ace
CRUMPLES. The neckl ace-chai n BREAKS. The crunpl ed transl ator
THUNKS TO THE FLOOR.

Then Bl ue Mouse begi ns FLUENTLY SPEAKI NG i n Fi dbiglian
| anguage, w thout use of any translator.

BLUE MOUSE
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
My aut horization cones from wel
beyond your ken, Private. Smarten
up! Snooth out that |apel! Cearly,
di sci pline has slipped since the
| ast i nspection.

FI DBl GLI AN GUARD
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
| nspecti on--!

BLUE MOUSE
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
Thought you’ d go forever w thout
another visit fromthe Enperor’s
| nspector General ? Think again. Now
take nme to your commandi ng of ficer.

FI DBl GLI AN GUARD
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
You nean--you nean Commander
Fi bbl ybl i ps?

BLUE MOUSE
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
Who el se would | nean?



54

32.

| NT. HANGAR OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 54

Lai ka, having exited Sputnik 2, is being politely |led by

Fi dbi glian em ssaries through the hangar. The hangar is ful
of other small ships of VAR OUS CRUDE DESIGNS, nostly the
same size as the Sputnik 2--all amateurish first tries at
spaceflight, but fromother alien technology traditions:
some | NSECTAO D, sone weirdly FURRY, sone SPIKY, some G.OBBY,
etc. Gher Fidbiglian em ssaries BUSILY SURROUND t hose

shi ps, opening them up.

LAl KA
What are those ships?

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
Trillions planets in galaxy. Every
few hours a planet, sonewhere in
gal axy, sends living organisminto
space for first time. W warp
there, pick up ship, test organi sns
agai nst each ot her.

LAI KA
Agai nst each ot her??

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
Cannot | et subaverage planets enter
galactic enpire. Thus, you wl|
conpet e against all the other
organi sns we picked up. If you
smart, strong enough to win, your
pl anet safe. If not, your planet
destroyed. For the safety of the
uni ver se.

LAI KA
What? But | can't--1"mjust a--

FI DBl GLI AN EM SSARY
Be of confidence! You smart and
strong enough to build ship you
cane in, weren't you?

LAl KA
Actually, | didn't build it. I'm
just a--

Just in time, LAIKA notices that the Fidbiglians are al
STARI NG at her with sudden suspicion. They FINGER THEI R
V\EAPONS.
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LAl KA
| nmean, of course | built ny
spaceshi p.
55 | NT. COMVANDER FI BBLYBLI PS" MEETI NG ROOM 55

The door VWHI ZZES OPEN as Fi dbiglian guard escorts Bl ue Muse
into the room A banquet table is laid with ALI EN
DELI CACI ES.

FI DBl GLI AN GUARD
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
I will bring Commander Fi bblyblips
to you i medi ately, sir!

BLUE MOUSE
(in Fidbiglian, subtitled)
Very good, Private. You may go.

The door WH ZZES SHUT. Bl ue Muse waits for a nonment before
taki ng out his STRANGE TOOL. He presses sone buttons on it
and t hen SPEAKS.

BLUE MOUSE
Baby Bunbl es. Baby Bonko.

The tool SHOOTS QUT A HOLOGRAM of two G ANT BABI ES, side by
si de, who are wearing nothing but D APERS. Everything about
them | ooks |i ke an ADORABLE | NFANT, except for their eyes,
whi ch are verm nous and cal cul ati ng.

BABY BUMBLES
(whi ni ng)
Have you destroyed Earth yet?

BLUE MOUSE
Not yet, Baby Bunbl es.

BABY BONKO
(about to cry)
Y-y-you were supposed to have
destroyed Earth one hundred years
ago!

BLUE MOUSE
|’ mgetting there.

BABY BUMBLES
(pouting)
When Baby Bunbles hires a planetary
hit man, Baby Bunbl es expects that
that planet to be destroyed nore
quickly than this. Don't tell ne

( MORE)
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BABY BUMBLES (cont’ d)
you’ ve grown fond of that planet,
Bl ue Mouse.

BLUE MOUSE
Shut your baby nouth, Baby Bunbl es.
|"ma professional. |’'ve destroyed

dozens of planets. But | do it ny
way, you hear?

BABY BUMBLES
| " mupset. |I’man unhappy baby. I'm
a saaad baby. Are you a sad baby
t oo, Baby Bonko?

BABY BONKO
That | am Baby Bunbles. I'’ma sad
baby. 1’"mso sad |’ mgoing to cry.
Waaah, Baby Bunbl es. Waaaah.
Waaaah.

BLUE MOUSE
Don't cry! Don't cry! 1’1l destroy
your stupid planet, just give ne
tinme!

BABY BUMBLES, BABY BONKO
Wahhh, Wahhh.

BLUE MOUSE
Shhh! Shhhh! The Fi dbiglians will
hear you!

BABY BUMBLES, BABY BONKO
Wahhhh, wahhhh

BLUE MOUSE
| can’t afford a pl anet-destroying
machine! | told you when you signed
the contract--1 pivot off what

al ready exists! Get others to do ny
work for ne! That gives us al
deni abi lity!

BABY BUMBLES
But | nade a poopies in ny booboo,
who’ s going to be ny nomm?

BABY BONKO
| want Earth destroyed and | want
nmy binky! Gve ne ny binky, Blue
Mouse!
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BLUE MOUSE
| can’t give you a binky, |’ m
mllions of light years away and
we’' re conmuni cating by hol ogran

BABY BUMBLES
How you gonna do it, then, Blue
Mouse? How you gonna destroy the
Eart h? Wahhh

BLUE MOUSE
It’s al ready happening. Listen! |
made sure the Earth’s first stab
into space was noticed by the
Fi dbi gl i ans.

BABY BONKO
Who are the Fidbiglians? Wahhh

BABY BUMBLES

| want to go hoooone, | don’t want
to tal k about Fidbiglians, | want
Monmma!

BLUE MOUSE

Shh, shhh Baby Bunbl es! Don’'t cry!
The Fidbiglians are a recent

di scovery of mne. A smll-tine
race of six-dinensional creatures.
Apparently they’ ve taken it upon
thensel ves to do intelligence tests
of what ever planets have just nmade
the leap into space. They gat her
the first organisnms to | eave those
pl anets and test them against each
ot her. Make them do ganes and
stuff, I don’t know. Woever w ns,
their planet gets to live. The

| osing pl anets are destroyed.

BABY BONKO
Why ?

BLUE MOUSE
| don’t know, the Galactic Enpire
doesn’t even ask then to do it,
they just like doing it! They're
ent husi asti ¢ vol unt eer s!

BABY BUMBLES
But how does this destroy the
Eart h?
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BABY BONKO
| don’t understand. | want nuh-nuh.
| want muh- nmuh!

BLUE MOUSE
Shut up, baby! I1t’Il work because

made sure Earth sent a dog into
space first! There’'s no way a
stupi d dog can conpet e agai nst
creatures from ot her planets who
actually built their own ships!

Lai ka’s no genius, | nean, great
heart, but no scholar. Earth wll
lose, it’ll be destroyed, our hands

are clean, and you pay ne.

BABY BUMBLES
S-s-s-sounds unnecessarily
convol ut ed, wahhhh!

BLUE MOUSE
Wiy do you want the Earth
destroyed, anyway?

But the question remains unanswered for now, for the door
WHI ZZES OPEN. Startled, Blue Muse FLICKS his tool. The two
baby hol ogranms VAN SH. Bl ue Mbuse pretends to be browsing

t he EXOTI C ALI EN DELI CACIES. I n conmes another Fidbiglian
dressed in high-status mlitary uniform GRAND COMVANDER

FI BBLYBLI PS, flanked by four FIDBI GLI AN GUARDS

FI BBLYBLI PS
| nspector General. An honor to have
you aboard. | trust you are finding

everything up to par?

BLUE MOUSE plucks a weird alien vegetable fromthe table,
pops it into his nouth.

BLUE MOUSE
So far, Conmmander Fi bblyblips. So
far.

FI BBLYBLI PS
You don’t mnd if I... ask for your

credentials, do you, Inspector
Ceneral ? Merely as a formality.

BLUE MOUSE
Certainly. | always observe al
formalities. But sonmething troubles
me, Fibblyblips. May | speak to you
privately?
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Fi bbl ybl i ps HESI TATES, then DI SM SSES the guards. Now t he
Bl ue Mbuse and Fi bbl yblips are al one.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Yes, |nspector General ?

BLUE MOUSE
|’ mactually here outside ny
jurisdiction, Fibblyblips. To warn
you. The Gl actic Enpire wants to
shut down your operation.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Shut us down!

BLUE MOUSE
We both know Fi dbi glians do good
work for the Enpire. Keeping
riffraff out of the galaxy. But the
Enperor can’t explicitly endorse
what you’ re doi ng. Destroying
pl anets... it’s necessary,
obviously. But politically, it’'s a
non-starter.

FI BBLYBLI PS

They can’t handl e the truth!
BLUE MOUSE

You know that. | know that. So

that’s why |’ m here. ..
unofficially.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Unofficially.

BLUE MOUSE
| think we understand each ot her.
Hel p ne hel p you. You’ ve got a good

t hing going here. | can advise you
on how to keep it going... but we
gotta keep this visit off the
books.
FI BBLYBLI PS
| get you now. Thank you, |nspector
General. It is nost considerate.
BLUE MOUSE

| believe in what you do. You're
t he unacknow edged heroes, here.
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FI BBLYBLI PS
| keep telling people that! You
really get nel!

| NT. LOCKER ROOM I N FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 56

FI DBl GLI AN TAI LORS are readying Laika with a customfitted
athletic uniform Oher FIDBI G.I AN ATTENDANTS buzz around. A
FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER denonstrates to Laika a variety of
weapon-y sports inplenents. He denonstrates to her a thing
like a netallic rmushroom corkscrew.

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER
Now this is your standard
fozzbopper L5-QRT. Wen you're in
the Sl oop Zone of the Quarxon, you
can use this to glorpy-borp up your
opponents, although as you can
see- -

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER does a conplicated series of cocking
notions on various parts of the gun, and pulls the trigger,
causi ng a DI SGUSTI NG TORRENT OF NEON VEINY GOO to vomit out
of the gun, SPLOOG NG all over the walls.

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER
--that kind of flarkonian naneuver
won’'t earn you many grobflarps in
the wurb cycle, let nme tell youl
Now t his next one is a m schievous
little fella, technically the
G oonvorp Hooznit 4000, but nost of
us call it the G oonhooz 4K--

The Fidbiglian Trainer has put down the fozzpopper and is
pi cki ng up the groonhooz when Lai ka interrupts.

LAl KA
When am | going to neet the other
contestants? From ot her planets?

FI DBI GLI AN TRAI NER
The cont estants never neet
bef orehand. You're not here to make

friends!

LAl KA
| wouldn’t m nd nmaking a few new
friends...

FI DBI G.I AN TRAI NER
You' re here to conpetel!



LAI KA
Ri ght. ..

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER
Who's going to be the al phal

LAI KA
Ri ght!

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER
Wi will be the cleverest, the
strongest! Who will win glory for
t hensel ves, and citizenship in the
gal actic enpire for their planet!

LAl KA
I will! T owill!

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER

You can do thi s!

LAl KA

| can! Tell ne again about the

G oonhooz 4Kl

FI DBl GLI AN TRAI NER

That’s the spirit! So hold it

t hi s--

LAl KA
G ve ne that!

l'i ke

39.

Lai ka SWPES the Groonhooz 4K fromthe Trai ner and begins
FIRRNG I T WTH WLD ABANDON around the room Pastel 1ighting
Rl COCHETI NG of f the walls

bolts ZING QUT |i ke a machi ne gun,
W TH chaoti c chi m ng noi ses!

LAl KA

Ya-a-a-a-h! | can do this! I'"'ma

GO0D DOGE

FI DBl 3.1 AN TRAI NER
W’ ve got a winner! Let’s get out

t here and neet your opponents!

Yes,

all the other organisns intelligent
enough to design and build their
rockets, and daring enough to fire
t hensel ves into the unknown, and
evol ved enough to take the next

step into space!

Lai ka’ s confidence WAVERS. Renenbering that she is here
under fal se pretenses. But she steels her

whistle BLOAS. Tine to nove!

nerves.

A faraway
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LAl KA
| can’t wait to neet them

The Trai ner and Lai ka SPRI NT down the hallway. A door SW NGS
OPEN into a vast arena, surrounded by spectator stands
PACKED W TH FI DBl GLI ANS. Al |l around the arena, other doors
are OPENI NG and ot her creatures, vague in the distance,

al so entering the arena. Laika sees them although we don’t
yet. She stops, SHOCKED

LAl KA
They're all... why, they're all...
| NT. SKYBOX I'N FI DBl GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 57

Bl ue Mouse and Conmmander Fibblyblips are in the |uxury
skybox, | ooking over the arena--a vast space full of

el abor at e obstacl e-course equi pnent |ike a roller coaster
mashed together with a jungle gymand | abyrinth and severa
multil evel sports fields. The skybox itself is full of

| uxurious trappings and nore tables with alien delicacies.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Qur private spectator chanber. Do
you have anything like this in the
capi tal ?!

BLUE MOUSE
You certainly don’'t skinp on
anenities here. How can you afford
to keep this all going?

FI BBLYBLI PS
That’ s the beautiful part! Just
bef ore we denvolish a gane-| osing
pl anet, we sell what's left for
scrap! If the planet has a hal fway
interesting culture, we grab sone
of that too, and put it in
syndi cati on.

BLUE MOUSE
You' ve got it all figured out!

Fi bbl ybl i ps hands Bl ue Mouse an ALI EN COCKTAI L.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Cheer s!

BLUE MOUSE
Cheers... Have you seen the

contestants yet?
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FI BBLYBLI PS
Yes. They all seem evenly matched.

BLUE MOUSE
Real ly? All the contestants? Nobody
who seens |ike it’s obvious they
must | ose? Qut of their depth?

FI BBLYBLI PS
Actually, it’s a funny thing... the
contestants are always strangely
consi stent... oh, oh, here they
cone!l It’s starting!

Bl ue Mouse | ooks out the window into the arena as the
contestants energe fromtheir doors. HE I'S STUNNED j ust as
Lai ka was, but in a PAN CKED way.

BLUE MOUSE
They’'re all... why, they're all...
| NT. ARENA OF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 58

Al'l the doors are open. TWELVE DI FFERENT ORGANI SMS have
wal ked out into the arena, including Laika. And yet...

THEY' RE ALL DOGS. Sure, sone of them have different mnor
features--an extra eye, or six legs instead of four, or a
tail that’s also a stinger, or vestigial wngs, or

ant ennae--but they’ re all recognizably DOGS

LAl KA cocks her G oonhooz 4K.

LAI KA
This, | can do!

An i nconprehensi bl e announcenent SQUAVKS over the
speakers--and suddenly the GRAVITY SW TCHES OFF

Al'l the alien-dogs, and Lai ka, TUVBLE UP I NTO THE Al R
clutching their weird weapons, BARKI NG and YOI NG

A flurry of electric bolts ZAP PAST Lai ka. She flinches
away, sonersaults over to a girder, pushes off, cocks her
gun, and starts zapping everyone |left and right!

THE GAME HAS BEGUN! Fidbiglians in the stands GO WLD
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MONTAGE 59

LAl KA and the other dog-aliens zip around, shooting at each
ot her, going through i nconprehensi bl e obstacl e course,
hurling balls at each other, whacking each other with
sticks, etc.

Through it all, it becones clear: Laika is DOM NATI NG TH S
GAME! She is loving it! Looks close to w nning!

Lai ka SPOTS Bl ue Mouse in the skybox and GAILY WAVES to him
just before she di spatches anot her pl ayer.

I NT. SKYBOX I'N FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 60

BLUE MOUSE | ooks increasingly distraught. If Laika w ns,
Earth will be spared, and his plan to destroy Earth will be
derail ed! He cones to a decision.

BLUE MOUSE
Excuse me for a nonent.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Ch, you don’t want to mss this!
It’s the big blinpblorp finale
before hal ftine! Sudden death
over zorp pl oopy-pl op squoob!

BLUE MOUSE
The pl oopy-plops are fine, it’s the
squoob | find tiresone.

FI BBLYBLI PS
Vell, sone people do say that.

Bl ue Mobuse EXI TS i nto bat hroom -
| NT. SKYBOX BATHROOM 61

Bl ue Mouse WHI PS QUT his tool again. The hol ograns of BABY
BONKO and BABY BUMBLES reappear. They are both having a
TEMPER TANTRUM

BABY BONKO
Whyyyyyy! Way haven’t you destroyed
Earth yet! Wahhhh

BLUE MOUSE
I’mtrying, I'’mtrying!

BABY BUMBLES
You prom sed! You said you were
going to destroy Earth and then you
didn’t and you' re SO MEAN



BLUE MOUSE
There’'s a kink in the plan. |
t hought Lai ka woul d | ose because
she’s just a dog, but they're ALL
dogs!

BABY BONKO
" m scared of doggi es!

BABY BUMBLES
| don’t |ike big dogs!

BABY BONKO
The tail goes whap whap and hits ne
in the face and k-k-knocks me
down! !

Bl ue Mobuse is RUM NATING as if to hinsel f:

BLUE MOUSE
Maybe it’s convergent evolution...
every gene pool that devel ops
intelligent |ife for sonme reason
nmust eventual ly evol ve a dog-I|ike
species too... and due to sone
deep-seat ed psychol ogi cal need, or
cosm ¢ coi nci dence, every pl anet
sends a dog, or sonething like it,
into space first...

BABY BONKO
Why are you tal ki ng conver gent
evol ubababa?? | don’t
under st annnnnnd!

BABY BUMBLES
Your big words hurt my little baby

ears!

BABY BONKO, BABY BUMBLES
Wahhhh!

BLUE MOUSE
Don't worry! I'1I fix it!

BABY BONKO

You' d better. Or we’'re gonna cone
and fix it oursel ves!

BLUE MOUSE | ooks terrified.
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BLUE MOUSE
No, no! 1’ve got it under control!
No need to cone, Baby Bonko!

BABY BUMBLES
There better not be any need!

BABY BONKO
Wahhhhh!

BABY BUMBLES
Wahhhhhhhhhhh!

62 I NT. LOCKER ROOM I N FI DBl GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 62

Hal ftime break. Fidbiglian Trainer SPRITZES Lai ka with
wat er, MASSAGES her back. Lai ka | ooks exhausted and yet
energetic, AGCONw th athletic achievenent.

FI DBl G.1 AN TRAI NER
You' ve got this all wapped up
You're a natural. The best |’ ve
ever seen!

LAl KA
How | ong until halftine’ s over?

FI DBl LI AN TRAI NER
Ten m nut es.

LAI KA
Can you do ne a favor? Before |
have to go back out there--1 don't

know i f you could arrange it but if
there’'s tinme--

63 I NT. SKYBOX IN FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 63

Commander Fi bbl ybl i ps WATCHES the hal fti ne show. Bl ue Muse
joins her fromthe bathroom

FI BBLYBLI PS
Did I hear you crying in the
bat hroom | i ke a baby?

BLUE MOUSE
Oh, | just like to cry like a baby
to let off steam

FI BBLYBLI PS
Huh! So many different species in
t he uni verse, so many fascinating
characteristics! The diversity of
life! A fascinating nosaic!
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BLUE MOUSE
Until you bl ow them up
FI BBLYBLI PS
Vll, we don’'t want too nmany

fascinating species. Feels crowded.
| NT. CORRIDOR I N FI DBI G.I AN MOTHERSHI P

Lai ka HAPPILY TROTS UP hallway with Fidbiglian Trainer.
She’ s headed to the SKYBOX SECTI ON

I NT. SKYBOX

BLUE MOUSE
Speaki ng of... why do you destroy
t he planets who do worst at these
ganmes?

FI BBLYBLI PS
Survival of the fittest! W can’'t
want to | et anyone into the gal axy
who can’t pull their weight.

BLUE MOUSE
But... isn't it exactly those
pl anets who do well at the ganes
that you should want to, you know,
maybe destroy? For instance, who's
in first place right now?

FI BBLYBLI PS
Let’'s see here... Earth.

BLUE MOUSE
Earth. OK Never heard of it,
sounds evil. The thing is, the
pl anets that fail at the ganes,
they' Il never be a threat to the
gal actic enpire. But the planets
who ace the ganes, like this

Earth--they’ re cunning and strong!
If we let creatures fromEarth cone
into space, they might use that
strength and cl everness to take

over!

FI BBLYBLI PS
The planets that do best at the
ganes... are the ones that are

going to be the the biggest threat!

45.
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BLUE MOUSE
Exactly! You ve got it!

FI BBLYBLI PS
So that’s why you're here! That's
t he big change you want to bring to
our Fidbiglian Planetary Tests!

BLUE MOUSE
|’mso glad we see eye to eye on
this. | knew we’'d understand each
ot her.

FI BBLYBLI PS
We do understand each other, don't
we?

The vi be changes. Fibblyblips has been enbol dened to do what
s/ he wanted for a while now. to nmake A ROVANTI C MOVE on Bl ue
Mouse. Bl ue Muse realizes why Fibblyblips has indul ged him
so much up to this point, why he has been able to get away
with so nuch. Hi s expression goes fromsurprised, to
slightly disgusted, to intrigued, to accepting: in for a
penny, in for a pound.

Bl ue Mouse and Fi bblyblips start TOTALLY MAKI NG OQUT

THE DOOR OPENS. It’s Laika. She was out in the hall, had
over heard everything. Looks BETRAYED and HEARTBRCKEN.

LAl KA
Stop making out with that alien!

BLUE MOUSE
On uh... this isn’'t what you think
it...

LAl KA
| don’t care about that! You want
to destroy Earth!

FI BBLYBLI PS
It’s one of the evil Earthlings!

Bl ue Mbuse BRANDI SHES his WEIRD TOOL, PO NTING it at Laika.

BLUE MOUSE
Everyone clear the room for your
own safety!

FI BBLYBLI PS
What’ s goi ng on!
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BLUE MOUSE
This thing that calls itself
"Lai ka" isn’'t an Earthling at all
She’s Hol zorp Overglop 16, a
fugitive fromjustice fromthe
Gal actic Police!

FI DBI GLI AN TRAI NER

What - -

BLUE MOUSE
|”ve got this! But everyone has got
to get out! | have orders to subdue

her and bring her back to the
capital! She’s dangerous! This
battle won't be pretty!

Fi bbl ybl i ps is HUSTLED OQUT by her FIDBI GLI AN GUARDS. Soon
it’s nobody but Blue Muse and Lai ka.

BLUE MOUSE
W have only a few mnutes. Let’s
get out of here.

LAl KA
Get out of here?

BLUE MOUSE
|"ve already rigged up the Sputnik
with some of ny own technol ogy, we
can use it to fly anywhere in the
gal axy now Let’'s go!

LAI KA
Wth you?

BLUE MOUSE
Yes, with ne!

LAl KA
You were trying to get themto
destroy the Earth!

BLUE MOUSE
What did Earth ever do for you? You
were born in a frozen alley and
barely survived by fighting for
every scrap! Then sone humans t ook
you in, but why? Only because they
wanted to shoot you into space!
They didn't care if you lived or
di ed or ever canme back! They never
i ntended for you to live, Laika!
You owe Earth nothing!
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LAI KA
But it's hone!

BLUE MOUSE
You need to see the universe. Cone
with me. 1"Il show you things that

make Earth | ook like |ast week’s
turd. We can traipse the gal axy!

LAl KA
And go around bl owi ng up ot her
pl anet s?

BLUE MOUSE

It’s my job. What, am | supposed to
starve? I’ma planetary hit man. |
get hired to destroy a planet, |
find a way to take it out. It’s not
per sonal

LAl KA
It’s personal to ne!

BLUE MOUSE
|’ ve waited a hundred years for
this payday. |’ m not backi ng down
now. Forget about it, you' re off
Earth now, let’s tour the gal axy

t oget her!

LAl KA
What woul d | be? Sonme kind of pet
to you?

BLUE MOUSE

You said it, not ne. O you could
be a stray. Take your pi ck.

Lai ka seens so physically ill she can barely speak.

LAI KA
You’'re a nonster!

BLUE MOUSE
Oh, and you'd rather hang out with
the Fidbiglians? Is that your pack?
Better choose fast.

LAI KA is so upset that she starts coughi ng, and heavi ng, and
al nrost going into convul sions--coughing so hard it’s |ike
she’s vom ting--

And then she vomts out ARKADY THE COCKROACH
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ARKADY
Well 1’ve heard just about all
need to hear. This is crazy. You're
all terrible people. Wiat we nust
do is overthrow the Fi dbiglians!

LAI KA
How have you been alive all this
time...?

ARKADY
We cockroaches can survive
anything! | was in the Totskoye
nucl ear test. |’ve been in worse
situations than your stonmach, |et
me tell you

BLUE MOUSE
You ate Arkady?! And you're
| ecturing ME about ethics!?

LAl KA
Arkady’ s one cockroach, he’s not a
whol e pl anet!

ARKADY
|’mright here, | can hear you! And
you' re both awful! And now I
clearly have work to do! Wi ch way
to where the rest of the alien dogs
are?

LAl KA
Down that hall--wait, what?

ARKADY
| have a revolution to in

pire!
Ri se up agai nst the Fidbigl

i ans!

s
g
The door opens. FIBBLYBLIPS is there with a bunch of
FI DBl GLI AN GUARDS. Fi bblyblips is IN TEARS, but his/her face
is set with DETERM NATI ON

FI BBLYBLI PS
Oh, Bl ue Muse, how could you do
this to ne... | thought we had a
connection... guards, kill them

all .

The guards cl ose in!
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COMVERCI AL BREAK 66
| NT. CORRI DOR OF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 67

BLUE MOUSE and ARKADY ride LAIKA, who is frantically running
away from the pursuing FI DBl G.LI AN GUARDS

LAl KA
How d you trick themfor so | ong?

BLUE MOUSE
They adm nister intelligence tests,
Lai ka. Do you think that’s the kind
of pastinme that actually
intelligent people do?

ARKADY
They’ re catchi ng up!

The fam liar fanfare of the GAMES begins to start. Halftine
is over!

LAI KA
| have an ideal

| NT. ARENA COF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 68

Lai ka SPRINTS into the arena. The Fidbiglian Guards are HOT
AT HER HEELS.

All the alien-dogs are here, PO SED IN THEI R STARTI NG
POSI TIONS, ready to start play. The BUZZER GOES OFF and the
second half of the games BEG N

As before, the gravity is CUT OFF. Everything goes
H GGLEDY- Pl GALEDY as the Fidbiglian Guards struggle in the
gane’s zero-gravity, FLOUNDERI NG

The ot her dogs see the Fidbiglian Guards com ng after Laika.
They bark and bay unhappily. When the Fidbiglian Guards
start SHOOTI NG the other alien dogs FLEE

The skills that Laika learned in the obstacle course cone in
use here. She is able to ELUDE and BAMBOOZLE the Fi dbiglian
Guards, who are not very good at the very tests they

desi gned!
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| NT. ARENA CF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P, ANOTHER PART 69

Arkady AG TATES anong the other 11 alien dogs, who all seem
very interested in what the cockroach has to say.

ARKADY
Ri se up, dogs of space! You have
been brought here to fight against
each other, but what woul d happen
if you all bound together and
wor ked as one to overthrow your
oppressor?

One alien dog LEANS OVER t o anot her.

ALI EN DOG
That small six-1egged dog nmakes a
hell of a |ot of sense.

I NT. ARENA OF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 70

More CRAZY THRI LLI NG ACTI ON as Lai ka runs away fromthe
Fi dbi glians, with Blue Muse tucked into her collar,
shouting out orders and suggestions just as before.

BLUE MOUSE
Tactic G5! Look out behind you, 7
o’ cl ock! Reverse! You can do this!
You' re a good dog!

LAI KA
|’ ma good dog and you’'re an awf ul
nouse!

BLUE MOUSE

l’"’ma smart nouse!

But all of the Blue Muwuse’'s tactics FAIL! They are CORNERED
The Fidbiglians close in..

BLUE MOUSE
Oh. | guess | wasn't so smart after
all.

LAl KA
Except... wait!

Lai ka WHIPS OUT, from her athletic uniform the LITTLE BLACK
BOX t hat Khruschev had gi ven her back on Earth.

LAl KA
Khruschev said if | was ever in
really deep trouble, | should use

t hi s!
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BLUE MOUSE
Uh.

The Fi dbiglians HALT, cautious about the black box.

Lai ka PUSHES THE BUTTON on t he bl ack box... but nothing
happens.

The Fi dbiglians RESUVE CLOSI NG I N on our heroes.

BLUE MOUSE
| could ve told you

LAI KA
It was worth a shot.

The Fidbiglians are just about to overconme our heroes when
suddenly an ALL THE ALI EN- DOGS conme WHI ZZI NG t hr ough t he
air, led by ARKADY! Urged on by the cockroach’s

REVOLUTI ONARY RHETORI C, the alien-dogs BRUTALLY ATTACK t he
Fi dbi gl i ans, BI TI NG THEM SAVACELY!

ARKADY
Onward! Fight! Rise up against your
oppressors! You don’t have to take
meani ngl ess tests to prove your
worth! Your worth is inherent!
Fight for dignity!

FI BBLYBLI PS
This is bullshit! I"'mwiting this
of f. Abandon shi p!

Fi bbl ybl i ps BRANDI SHES a device, TWSTS its knob, and
DEVATERI ALI ZES in just the sane way the entire ship had
dematerialized when | eaving Earth space.

Al'l around, the rest of the Fidbiglians DEMATERI ALI ZE,

| eaving the alien-dogs snapping at air. The ship is now
EMPTY except for Laika, Blue Muse, Arkady, and the alien
dogs!

ARKADY
W didit! W took up arnms agai nst
the elite and showed themt he power
of the peopl e!

ALl EN DOG
Can we go honme now?
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EXT. SPACE 71

A region of space that |ooks different than ElI THER ar ound
Earth or the Fidbiglian system a binary star system
orbited by exotic planets, including a GREEN PLANET.

The alien nothership MATERI ALI ZES WTH A SH MVER. A hangar
door opens on the nothership. One of the little alien
experinmental spaceshi ps that belongs to one of the alien dog
contestants hurtles back out of the nothership, returning to
t he GREEN PLANET.

| NT. ALI EN EXPERI MENTAL DOG SPACESHI P - SPACE 72

The alien dog is strapped into his spaceship simlarly to
how Lai ka had been strapped into Sputnik 2. The alien dog
SPEAKS into a radi o headset.

ALI EN DOG
Thank you so nuch!

BLUE MOUSE (O . S.)
Wel cone back hone!

ALI EN DOG
| thought 1’ d never see it again.

| NT. BRI DGE OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 73

Bl ue Mouse has rigged sonme contraption to the Fidbiglian
navi gation system He is using it to REMOTE-FLY the little
alien ship with the alien dog init, GQUD NG it back down
safely to his own hone pl anet.

BLUE MOUSE
Thank YOU. If it wasn’'t for you al
saving us, we’d ALL be dead.

ALl EN DOG
Most thanks of all to Arkady. His
message of enlightened socialism
has touched us all. After | get
honme, | swear to work tirelessly to
bring a worker’s paradise to ny
pl anet, and indeed to all..

BLUE MOUSE
Yeah, fine, | don’'t care. Byel!
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MONTAGE 74
The not hershi p MATERI ALI ZES in other star systens. One by
one, the rest of the alien dog ships ZOOM DOMN to their
respective hone planets, guided by Bl ue Muse.

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 75
The not hershi p MATERI ALI ZES ri ght by Earth.

| NT. HANGAR OF FI DBl GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 76

The hangar is cleared of all the primtive alien ships.
Sputni k 2 al one remains.

Lai ka and Arkady are PREPARI NG TO BOARD Sputni k 2. Bl ue
Mouse is there too. It’s clear this is GOOCDBYE.

BLUE MOUSE
kay, okay. | won’t destroy Earth.
| prom se.

LAl KA
Come back down with us! Earth isn’'t
so bad.

ARKADY

And 1'd find it easier to trust you
about not destroying the planet if
you had sone skin in the gane.

BLUE MOUSE
Nope. |’ ve spent enough tine on
Earth on this job. 1've a |l ot of

traipsing to catch up on--

Just then, ALL THE LIGHTS OF THE SHI P DI M-as though a | arge
anount of energy had been diverted. The |ights FLI CKER and
cone back to full strength, but some STATI CKY SHAPES are
FORM NG in front of our heroes--

BLUE MOUSE
Arkady! Didn't you disable the
i nt erdi nensi onal gates?

ARKADY
Sure. | toggled it to standby, just
i ke you said.

BLUE MOUSE
| didn’t say toggle it to standby!
| said untoggle the standby!

A beat .
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ARKADY
What’ s a toggle?

The vague shapes RESOLVE--and with a SH MVER, Baby Bonko and
Baby Bunbl es appear! They’'re not holograns this tine. This
is the real thing!

BABY BONKO
| mupset. |I’man unhappy baby. 1I'm
a saaaad baby. Are you a sad baby
t oo, Baby Bunbl es?

BABY BUMBLES
That | am Baby Bonko. |I'ma sad
baby. And I'’m an angry baby. I'’m so
sad and angry I’mgoing to cry.
Waaah, Baby Bonko. Waaah. Waaah.

BLUE MOUSE
Why are you here?!

BABY BUMBLES
Oh, | think you know why we're

her e.

BABY BONKO
W' re here to finish the job, Blue
Mouse.

BABY BUMBLES
| f you want sonethi ng done right,
you have to do it yourself, isn't
that right, Baby Bonko?

BABY BONKO
So true, Baby Bunbl es.

LAl KA
You can’t destroy Earth! It’'s ny
hone!

BABY BONKO

Earth makes us very sad and angry
babi es. That’s why Earth has to go
bye- bye.

BABY BUMBLES
Bye- bye. Buh-buh. Buh- buh-buh- buh.

ARKADY
Wiy does Earth nmake you so sad?
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BABY BONKO
W know all about Earth. W' ve seen
humans and their young.

BABY BUMBLES
The resenbl ance hits too close to
hone!

BABY BONKO
It’s like human infants are sending
us up! Their appearance and
behavi or satirizes us! Waah!

LAl KA
That’ s why you want to destroy the
Eart h?!

BABY BONKO

It of fends our vanity! Wahhhh!

BABY BUMBLES
Thi nk about it! Wat if your
scientists di scovered sonme weird
worm at the bottom of the ocean
t hat | ooked exactly |ike you?
Wul dn’t that freak you out?

BABY BONKO
It freaks ne out!

BABY BUMBLES
|’ m saaaad! |I'’mangry! It nmakes ne
feel insecure!

BABY BONKO
It makes me poop ny di apers!

BABY BUMBLES
It makes nme poop... a gun!

Baby Bonko grabs the POOPED GUN out of Baby Bunbl es’ di aper,
and PONTS it at Laika, Arkady, and the Bl ue Muse.

ARKADY
You really are a bunch of big
babi es!

BABY BONKO

Don't say it like that!

BABY BUMBLES
The term "baby" in our world is a
mark of distinction! It's like
sayi ng "Duke" or "Prince"!
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ARKADY
Baby! Baby! Baby!
BABY BONKO
Aggggh!
Baby Bonko FIRES THE GUN--just at the sane tine that
Khruschev’'s BLACK BOX, still clipped to Laika s collar,
makes a BEEP
Time seens to STOP--
MONTAGE: REW ND 77

Everyt hing that has happened up to this nonent--all the way
back to the nonment Lai ka pressed the button on Khruschev’s
device--flies past us backwards at high speed, rew nding.
And then we see it happen again:

| NT. ARENA COF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 78

Lai ka and Bl ue Mouse are cornered by the Fidbiglians! The
Fi dbi glians close in...

BLUE MOUSE
Ch. | guess | wasn’t so smart after
all.

LAl KA
Except... wait!

Lai ka WHIPS QUT, fromher athletic uniform the LI TTLE BLACK
BOX t hat Khruschev had gi ven her back on Earth

LAl KA
Khruschev said if | was ever in
really deep trouble, | should use
t hi s!

BLUE MOUSE
Uh.

The Fi dbiglians HALT, cautious about the black box.
Lai ka PUSHES THE BUTTON on the bl ack box. ..
MONTAGE 79

W follow a ZI &ZAGE NG JOLT OF TRANSDI MENSI ONAL | NFORMATI ON
as it SIZZLES out of the black box, ZINGS through
psychedel i ¢ wormhol es in other-di mensi onal spaces, then

VWRI GGLES BACK TO EARTH, into the Soviet electrical grid,
into Moscow, leading finally to...
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| NT. KHRUSCHEV' S BEDROOM - NI GHT 80

Khruschev is asleep in bed. Another BLACK BOX simlar to the
one he gave Laika is on his bedside table. The black box
begi ns BEEPI NG

Khruschev’' s eyes SNAP OPEN

KHRUSCHEV
Lai ka needs ne!

He CGRABS t he phone and begi ns barki ng orders.
EXT. MOSCOW RESI DENTI AL STREET - NI GHT 81

An unmar ked car SCREECHES to a halt outside an apartnent
building. Gimfaced K@ AGENTS hustle out of the car into
t he buil di ng.

| NT. KOROLEV' S BEDROOM - NI GHT 82

KGB agents burst into the roomand SHAKE Master Engi neer
Kor ol ev AWAKE. They grab himand drag hi mout.

| NT. KELDYSH S KI TCHEN - NI GHT 83

Different K@ agents hustle into Chief Theoretician

Kel dysh’ s kitchen, where Kel dysh is MAKI NG SOVE HOT
CHOCOLATE. Kel dysh is dragged out. The hot chocol ate renmai ns
unt ouched.

MONTACGE 84

Thr oughout the night, various people are visited by KGB
agents and are hustled into nysterious cars and whi sked to
t he sane | ocation..

I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 85

Kor ol ev, Kel dysh, and the various other Russians of various
ages, genders, and classes are herded into the room where
Khruschev AWAITS. There is a primtive-|ooking TELEVI SI ON
connected to a COMPUTER CONSCLE with reel -to-reel tapes,
blinking lights, etc.

The consol e al so has a N NTENDO- LI KE CONTROLLER

KHRUSCHEV
You are probably wondering why I
have gathered you all here. And why
| have been harvesting your body
parts over the years. Master
Engi neer Korolev: your teeth and

( MORE)
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KHRUSCHEV (cont’ d)
stomach. Chief Theoretician
Kel dysh: your eye and butt ocks.
Nat al ya Abdul ova: your feet and
hands. And so on.

The assenbl ed peopl e BREATHLESSLY AWAI T. What new torture
does Khruschev have pl anned?!

KHRUSCHEV
But these were necessary
contri butions! For, from your
sacrifices, we will now save the
Earth! For | have taken all your
excel | ent body parts, each the
finest of its kind, and built from
t hem -

Khruschev TURNS ON the N ntendo-li ke nmachi ne. The TV screen
starts staticky, but resol ves--

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 ENG NE ROOM 86

A light on the BRI EFCASE- SI ZED BOX t hat Bl ue Mouse had
puzzl ed over earlier FLASHES GREEN.

The bri ef case SPRI NGS OPEN

A human-si zed RUSSI AN ZOMVBI E unfolds itself fromw thin the
briefcase--clearly stitched together fromthe parts
Khruschev had taken from Korol ev, Keldysh, all the other
Russi ans! The zonbi e LURCHES LEFT AND RI GHT, stunbling out
of the Sputnik 2, as if clunsily controlled by sonething
outside itself...

I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 87

Kor ol ev, Kel dysh, and rest of the visitors stare up at the
TV. On the TV, we see the Fidbiglian Hangar fromthe RUSSI AN
ZOVBIE' S point of view Khruschev is CONTRCOLLI NG THE ZOWBI E
with the Nintendo-like controller, like a video gane.

KHRUSCHEV
You see? You can meke it do
anyt hi ng! Walk, turn, junp, strikel
Here, Korolev, take a turn! It’s
got your teeth and guts, after all!

Korol ev accepts the controller from Khruschev and gi ngerly
begins to "play." Khruschev |ooks at himw th innocent glee,
like a child sharing its toy.
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KORCLEV
Prem er Khruschev, this is
extraordinary... but to what end?
KHRUSCHEV

To save the Earth, Master Engineer!

ALL VI SITORS, VAR OQUSLY
VWhat ?

| NT. HANGAR OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 88

W have returned to the exact scene right before Baby
Bunbl es and Baby Bonko shoot Lai ka, Bl ue Muuse, and Arkady.
The last few |lines proceed just as before:

BABY BUMBLES
The term "baby" in our world is a
mark of distinction! It's |like
sayi ng "Duke" or "Prince"!

ARKADY
Baby! Baby! Baby!
BABY BONKO
Aggggh!
Baby Bonko FIRES THE GUN--just at the sane tine that
Khruschev’'s BLACK BOX, still clipped to Laika s collar,

makes a BEEP- -

And the Russian Zonbie LUNGES i n between the two Babies and
our heroes, and the bullets from Baby Bonko’s gun THUD | NTO
| TS UNDEAD FLESH, stopping the fusillade, saving our heroes!
And yet the Russian Zonbi e KEEPS ON LURCHI NG

I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 89

Kor ol ev, Kel dysh, and the other assenbled nutilated visitors
CHEER as they score their first victory of BLOCKI NG Baby
Bonko’s BULLETS! The controller is passed fromperson to
person as they take turns "playing" the Russian Zonbie, who
i's now PUMWELLI NG the evil babies. Laika, the Blue Muse,
and Arkady RUN AWAY!

Kel dysh feverishly PLAYS the "gane."

KELDYSH

Ah! | saw her! | saw Lai ka!
KORCLEV

| knew it. | knew that dog woul d

pul | through!
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KHRUSCHEV
Ti me enough |l ater for enotion! For
now, protect that dog! And do you
want chi ps? | have sone grape soda,
too. This could be a real party.

| NT. CORRI DOR OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 90

Lai ka BOUNDS down the corridors, guided by the Bl ue Muse,
who is telling her which ways to turn in the |abyrinthine
networ k. Arkady rides al ong too.

LAI KA
Where are we goi ng?

BLUE MOUSE
The room that contains the
pl anet - destroyi ng machi nery! W
have to break it before the babies
get at it!

Lai ka SKIDS TO A HALT--for Baby Bonko and Baby Bunbl es have
appeared at the far end of the corridor, MANI ACALLY TODDLI NG

towards them even as they still fight against the Russian
Zonhi e!
BLUE MOUSE
They' re closer than | thought! GCo,
go!

Baby Bonko delivers a WALLOPI NG PUNCH to the Russi an
Zonbi e--and the zonbi e FI GHTS BACK- -

I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 91

Al'l the assenbl ed Russians SHOUT and YELL ADVI CE as
Khruschev TW DDLES the controller, sweatily attenpting to
fight agai nst Baby Bonko and Baby Bunbl es.

KORCLEV
You can do it, Khruschev! Never
have | been nore proud of the
Uni ted Sovi et Socialist Republic
t han now

KELDYSH
This was worth it all! | would
gladly give ny eye and buttocks
again, for this nonent!

KHRUSCHEV
Sonebody put nore chips into ny
nmout h!
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| NT. MECHANI CAL CONTROL CENTER OF FI DBl GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 92

The battle has noved to the bowels of the ship, where
various conplicated hardware i s housed. Lai ka DASHES t owar ds
t he PLANET- DESTROYI NG CONTROLS, with Bl ue Muse and Arkady
barely hangi ng onto her back.

Baby Bonko and Baby Bunbles FORCE THEIR WAY into the control
center too, BARELY HELD BACK by the weakeni ng Russi an
Zonbi e.

BLUE MOUSE
Don’t touch anything! Al this
stuff is super highly technical and
dangerous! Go there, run, over to
the right!

LAI KA
Wait, do you nean over--

Lai ka WHI PS ARCUND, and on acci dent TUMBLES | NTO A DI FFERENT
CONTROL PANEL. That panel starts BLI NKI NG AND BEEPI NG

RECORDED FI DBI GLI AN VA CE
Scanni ng process initiated.

BLUE MOUSE

| said don’t touch anyt hi ng!
LAI KA

Sorry!
ARKADY

What did you do?!

Arkady LOCKS OQUT THE W NDOW of the ship, and outside sees a
door opening, and a gunli ke apparatus energing..

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 93
The Fi dbiglian Mthership LOOVS near the Earth.

Once again, the GUNLI KE APPARATUS from before energes from
t he not hershi p’ s under si de.

A steady beam of |ight STREAMS OQUT OF THE GUN. The "gun"
SW VELS BACK AND FORTH, SWEEPI NG I TS LI GHT over the Earth.

The scanning |ight FLASHES OVER RUSSI A. .
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I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 94

The Russians are still controlling their zonbie through
their CONTROLLER But suddenly Kel dysh SHUDDERS.

KELDYSH
Did you feel that?

KOROLEV
Yes. Strange.

KHRUSCHEV
Eyes on the screen! Those babies
are fighting back!

| NT. MECHANI CAL CONTROL CENTER OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 95

Wth a DEVASTATI NG UPPERCUT, Baby Bonko’'s fist OBLI TERATES
t he Russian Zonbie's head--and the entire zonbi e EXPLCDES I N
AN ORGY OF RANCI D MEAT- CONFETTI .

Now NOTHI NG i s between our heroes and THE BABI ES.

LAI KA
Ch no. ..

I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 96

Al the assenbl ed Russi ans GROAN | N DI SAPPO NTMENT as t he
screen turns to a TEST PATTERN with the words " GAME OVER"
superinposed i n Russi an.

RUSSI ANS ( VARI QUSLY)
Ch nol !l

KORCOLEV
VWhat does this nean?

I NT. MECHANI CAL CONTROL CENTER OF FI DBl G.I AN MOTHERSHI P 97

Baby Bonko and Baby Bunbl es STOVWP TOMRDS Lai ka, Arkady, and
Bl ue Mouse, who are the | ast defense against the
PLANET- DESTROYI NG CONTROLS.

Bl ue Mouse, at last, rises to the occasion. He steps forward
and ains his FUTURI STIC TOOL at Baby Bonko and Baby Bunbl es.

BLUE MOUSE
Not a step farther! | will |ay down
ny life for ny friends if that’s
what it takes, and yes, | wll die

for the planet that |I have cone to
think of as honme, and its wonder ful

( MORE)
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BLUE MOUSE (cont’ d)
creatures |like these who are so
| oyal and good that 1I--
Baby Bonko SWEEPS Bl ue Mbuse away with zero effort.

Baby Bunbl es PRESSES A BUTTON on the PLANET- DESTROYI NG
CONTROLS.

A nmounting horribl e noise.
EXT. STAR CITY - N CGHT 98

Russi an scientists |look up into the sky, which has SUDDENLY
TURNED RED

EXT. NEW YORK C TY - DAY 99

Anericans wal king in the street |ook up into the sky, which
has SUDDENLY TURNED RED

EXT. TOKYO - N GHT 100

Japanese wal ki ng around | ook up into the sky, which has
SUDDENLY TURNED RED

EXT. AUSTRALI AN BEACH - MORNI NG 101

A group of playing children ook up into the sky, which has
SUDDENLY TURNED RED.

| NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 102
Khruschev, Korol ev, Keldysh and the rest of the Russians

gl ance in alarmaround the room WH CH HAS FILLED W TH RED
LI GHT.

EXT. ABOVE THE EARTH - SPACE 103
Eart h EXPLODES.

| NT. MECHANI CAL CONTROL CENTER OF FI DBI G.1 AN MOTHERSHI P 104

Lai ka, Bl ue Muse, and Arkady STARE at the weckage of
Pl anet Earth in MJTE SHOCK.

The Babi es G GGELE.

BABY BUMBLES
Wl |, Baby Bonko, we did sonme good
work here today. Did we do sone
good wor k?
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BABY BONKO
Yes, good hard worKk.

BABY BUMBLES
Speaki ng of work, Blue Muse, |
think we’ Il skip the tab on this
one.

BABY BUMBLES
Go bye- bye?

BABY BONKO
| believe so, Baby Bunbles.

BABY BUMBLES
Bye- bye!

BABY BONKO
Bye- bye!

Baby Bonko and Baby Bunbl es SH MVER AND VANI SH

Lai ka, Arkady, and Bl ue Muse stand there, silent, for a
LONG MOMENT.

105 EXT. THE EMPTI NESS OF SPACE WHERE EARTH USED TO BE 105

The Fi dbi glian nothership hangs in enpty void.

106 | NT. MECHANI CAL CONTROL CENTER OF FI DBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 106
Qur heroes still haven't gotten over it.
LAI KA
| guess... sonetines the bad guys
W n.
BLUE MOUSE

SOMETI MES t he bad guys wi n? The bad
guys win EVERY tinme, Laika. There
was a tinme | knew that. | should
have renmenbered. You just have to
figure out which bad guy is going
to do the | east danmage.

ARKADY
So where do we go now? What do we
do?

BLUE MOUSE

There’ s nowhere for you to go. |
can’t go anywhere either. The
Babi es have already put out word of

( MORE)
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BLUE MOUSE (cont’ d)
what |1’ ve done. My nane is nud.
None of ny old friends will help ne
Now.

ARKADY
Can we stay on this ship?

BLUE MOUSE
You don’t think the Fidbiglians
will be back? They will, for sure,
and they won’'t be so nice next
time. W'll have to get on the
Sputnik 2 as soon as we can, and...

LAl KA
Wait. Not yet.

BLUE MOUSE
VWhat ?

Lai ka approaches the SCANNI NG GUN CONTROL PANEL. There is a
BLI NKI NG LI GHT next to a synbol that seens to indicate
"100% "

Lai ka PRESSES THE BUTTON.

ARKADY
What are you doi ng?

EXT. THE EMPTI NESS OF SPACE WHERE EARTH USED TO BE 107
A DOOR just above the gunlike apparatus OPENS.

Wthin, a vast three-dinensional printer swiftly begins to
REPLI CATE THE EARTH, just as the sanme printer replicated the
Sputni k 2 before.

EXT. STAR CITY - N GHT 108

Wth blazing speed, block by block, everything is rebuilt:
Russi an scientists ook up into the starry sky.

EXT. NEW YORK CI TY - DAY 109

Wth blazing speed, block by block, everything is rebuilt:
Anmericans wal king in the street go about their business.
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EXT. TOKYO - N GHT 110

Wth bl azi ng speed, block by bl ock, everything is rebuilt:
Japanese wal ki ng around the crowded street, unconcernedly.

EXT. AUSTRALI AN BEACH - MORNI NG 111

Wth bl azi ng speed, block by block, everything is rebuilt: A
group of children play on the beach.

I NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 112

Wth bl azing speed, block by bl ock, everything is rebuilt:
Khruschev, Korol ev, Keldysh and the rest of the Russians are
hangi ng out together.

EXT. THE EMPTI NESS OF SPACE WHERE EARTH USED TO BE 113

The fake Earth SETTLES I NTO THE ORBI T of where the old Earth
used to be.

| NT. MECHANI CAL CONTROL CENTER OF FIDBI GLI AN MOTHERSHI P 114
Lai ka, Arkady, and Bl ue Mouse | ook out the w ndow.

LAI KA
W1l they ever know what happened?
That they’d all been killed, and
now they’re just copies?

BLUE MOUSE
There’s no difference. Nobody on
Earth will ever be the w ser.
ARKADY
Should we still go back?
LAl KA

No. It wouldn't be the sane.

BLUE MOUSE
You re right. It wouldn't. If you
went back, everything m ght | ook
t he sane. Probably even feel the
same, a lot of the time. Except
just a little bit colder. Alittle
meaner. And then it would start to
change you too.

They ook at Earth for a little while.
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LAI KA
Let’ s go.

EXT. ABOVE THE REPLI CA EARTH - SPACE 115
A smal | door in the Fidbiglian nothership OPENS.
The Sputni k 2 BLASTS QUT of the nothership.

It seens Bl ue Muse has added sonme EXTRA HARDWARE to the
Sputnik 2: the craft still |ooks clunky, but nowit’s
maneuver abl e and f ast.

I NT. SPUTNI K 2 CAPSULE - SPACE 116

Lai ka, Blue Muse, and Arkady are all BUSY at separate
control panels in the cranped space. It’s a teameffort to
fly this thing.

Lai ka GAZES out the wi ndow as the replica Earth ROLLS BY.

BLUE MOUSE
Second t houghts?

LAI KA
Renmenber when we were hangi ng out,
t he night before the blast off?

BLUE MOUSE
You said | wanted to ride your
coattails.

LAI KA

| said fromup here in space you
coul d probably see everything. The
whol e worl d.

BLUE MOUSE
Now you see it.

LAl KA
But before we go, | want to see it
up close. I'll never see it again.

Bl ue Mbuse hesitates, then NODS
MONTAGE 117

The Sputnik 2 ZOOMS down from space and SKIMS ALONG in the
| ower at nosphere.
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The Sputnik 2 flies past the Egyptian pyram ds, the bustling
city of Munmbai, the Grand Canyon, an erupting vol cano in
Costa Rica, the cliffs of Dover, Venice, the forbidding

gl aciers of Iceland...

Al the while, Lai ka STARES out the w ndow.

LAI KA
Goobye! Goodbye! Goodbye. . .

The refurbished Sputnik 2 pulls up, clinbing into the upper
at nosphere, LEAVI NG THE EARTH BEH ND.

BLUE MOUSE
And now, the rest of the universel!

The Sputnik 2 HURTLES | NTO HYPERSPACE and VANI SHES WTH A
BLI NK.

[ ENDI NG CREDI TS] 118
POST- CREDI TS SCENE: 119
| NT. KHRUSCHEV' S CONTROL CENTER - NI GHT 120

The various Russians who had cone over to "play" the Russian
Zonbi e are putting on the coats and goi ng hone. Khruschev
pl eads with them not wanting the party to end.

KHRUSCHEV
Come on... | still have plenty of
chips... just because we can’'t play

t he game anynore doesn’t nean there
aren’t other things we can do! W

can do Truth or Dare... or a ouija
board, | think |I have one of
those... | can run to the store and

get sonme nore vodka..

KOROLEV
Good night, Prem er

The | ast guest |eaves. Khruschev is left alone.

[ THE ENDJ



